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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Steamship NOBSKA, built c. 1925, is 210' in length, 50' in width, and
has a maximum draft foreward of 11'. Her hull is white with black trim
and is grey below the guard rail, with red water line. The canvas covered
decks are grey and the stack is buff. The hull, of the sponson design,
(wider at the guard than at the water line) has riveted steel plates.
While her freight deck is metal, her saloon and hurricane decks are made of
wood. The pilot house, "also of wood construction, houses her original 4'
wooden spoked helm, chain operated engine telegraph, and magnetic compass.
Brass voice tubes lead to the engine room and freight deck. The single
stack (funnel), amidships where the steam whistle is mounted, is flanked
by four hand operated air vents used to cool the engine room area. She has
two builder's plates, one on top of the after capstan -and one forward on the
~deck house. "N.E.S.Co.", the abbreviation for the New England Steamship
Co., (her original owner), still remains on the threshold of the ladies'
restroom. Five of eleven staterooms remain.

While the original fabric of the vessel is intact, she has undergone many
alterations. In 1947 several staterooms and the men's smoking room were
removed to enlarge the freight deck. 1In:1950 the pilot house was recon-
structed and enlarged. In 1971 four more staterooms were removed. Never-
theless, she retains more than 80% of her original elements.

The NOBSKA is propelled by her original triple expansion, four cylinder,
reciprocating steam engine. The engine is hand oiled and all replacement
parts are hand machined, as parts are no longer: stocked-for so rare an
engine. Boilers were built by Babcock-Wilcox and are water stoddard type
with a working pressure.of 200 PSI. - Her --steering gear, after capstan,
forward windlass (used to raise the anchor) and heating system are also
steam powered.. Her. smngle screw has a thrust of 1000 HP‘and normal cruising
speed is 12 knots.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Steamship NOBSKA has served Nantucket longer than any other steamer
in Island history.' A .bearer-.of nostalgia, familiarity and welcome, she
is firmly entrenched as a part of the local scene and color. She is also
. the only undieselieed triple expansion steam vessel on the East coast.
i She retains both her architectural integrity and her orlglnal englneerlng.
1 1.5 R s L MRk T

The Steamship NOBSKA was designed by Albert F. Haas and Warren T. Berry.
Overseer was J. Howland Gardner who had designed the COMMONWEALTH, last and
largest of the Fall River liners. The vessel and engine were built at Bath
Ironworks Ltd. of Bath, Maine and the boat was launched March 24, 1925.
Maiden voyage to Nantucket was April 9 of that same year. Her first owners
were the New England Steamship Co., a subsidiary of the New Haven Railroad
conglomerate of Charles Mellen and J. P. Morgan. At that time, the NOBSKA
was one of dozens of vessels owned and operated by the Line over various
routes. Today she represents the last vestige of that empire, the one
exception being the MARTHA S VINEYARD, who was dlesellzed 1n 1960 and is
in comparatively poor "conditioni i =

In January of 1961 the NOBSKA made ‘the 1a&t trip of ah‘‘fsland’ steamer from
New Bedford, Mass. to Nantucket, breaklng off traditional ties that had
existed between'the two' ports ‘gince 1818. The NOBSKA made her’ last officisz
trip from Nantucket to Woods Hole on September 18, 1973. She now rests at
dock in Nantucket (having been towed there) and the Nantucket Historical
Society wishes to purchase her. As an educational resource, she would
remain for future generations as a reminder of a particular era in Americar
history, a link in the evolution of Island transportation, and a key

figure in the Island's history.
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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Steamship NOBSKA, built c. 1925, is 210' in length, 50' in width, and
has a maximum draft foreward of 1l1l'. Her hull is white with black trim
and is grey below the guard rail, with red water line. The canvas covered
decks are grey and the stack is buff. The hull, of the sponson design,
(wider at the guard than at the water line) has riveted steel plates.

While her freight deck is metal, her saloon and hurricane decks are made of
wood. The pilot house, also of wood construction, houses her original 4'
wooden spoked helm, chain operated engine telegraph, and magnetic compass.
Brass voi¢e tubes lead to the engine room and freight deck. The single
stack (funnel), amidships where the steam whistle is mounted, is flanked
by four hand operated air vents used to cool the engine room area. She has
two builder's plates, one on top of the after capstan and one forward on the
deck house. "N.E.S.Co.", the abbreviation for the New England Steamship
Co., (her original owner), still remains on the threshold of the ladies'
restroom. Five of eleven staterooms remain.

While the original fabric of the vessel is intact, she has undergone many
alterations. 1In 1947 several staterooms and the men's smoking room were
removed to enlarge the freight deck. In 1950 the pilot house was recon~
structed and enlarged. 1In 1971 four more staterooms were removed. Never-
theless, she retains more than 80% of her original elements.

The NOBSKA is propelled by her original triple expansion, four cylinder,
reciprocating steam engine. The engine is hand oiled and all replacement
parts are hand machined, as parts are no longer stocked for so rare an engind.
Boilers were built by Babcock-Wilcox and are water stoddard type with a
working pressure of 200 psi. Her steering gear, after capstan, foreward
windlass. (used to raise the anchor) and heating system are also steam
powered. Her single screw has a thrust of 1000 HP and normal cruisinhg
speed is 12 knots.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFTCANCE Bk -

The Steamship NOBSKA hkas served Nantucket longer than any other steamer
in Island history. A bearer of nostalgia, familiarity and welcome, she

is firmly entrenched as a part of the local scene and color. She is also
the only undieselized triple expansion steam vessel on the east coast.

She retains both her architectural integrity and her original engineering.

The Steamship NOBSKA was designed by Albert F.Haas and Warren T.Berry.
Overseer was J.Howland Gardner who had designed the COMMONWEALTH, last and
largest of the Fall River liners. The vessel and engine were built at Bath
Ironworks Ltd. of Bath,Maine and the boat was launched March 24, 1925.
Maiden voyage to Nantucket was April 9 of that same year. Her first owners
were the New England Steamship Co., a subsidiary of the New Haven Railroad
conglomerate of Charles Mellen and J.P.Morgan. At that time, the NOBSKA
was one of dozens of vessels owned and operated by the Line over various
routes. Today she represents the last vestige of that empire, the one
exception being the MARTHA'S VINEYARD, who was dieselized in 1960 and is

in comparatively poor condition. ¥

In January of 1961 the NOBSKA made the last trip of an Island steamer from
New Bedford,Mass. to Nantucket, breaking off traditional ties that had
existed between the two ports since 1818.
trip from Nantucket to Woods Hole on September 18, 1973. She now resks at
dock in Nantucket ( having been towed there) and the Nantucket Historical
Society wishes to purchase her. As an educational resource, she would
remain for future generations as a reminder of a particular era in American
history, a 1link in the evolution of Island transportation, and a key
figure in the Island's history.
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7 July 1975

Mr. Charles Herrington

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles: N
This letter is to inform you that the Steamship NOBSKA, listed in the
National Register om 2 May 1974, has been towed from MNantucket and is
presently moored in Fall River, Massachusetts where she will undergo
minor repair. The new owner, Alfred Johnston of Villanova,

Pennsylvania, will move the vessel from Fall River to Baltimore where she
will be converted into a restaurant and museum.

We understand that once the NOBSKA leaves Massachusetts it would be
removed from the National Register. Inasmuch as the property was
nominated for listing at the level of state significance we would not
expect the Maryland State Review Board to renominate it, though they may
wish to consider it.

We will advise you when the NOBSKA departs from Fall River.

Sinc:ﬁly,
JdLZfrf
Patricia L. Weslowski 5

Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

PLW/p3j]

xc: Mr. Joseph Morin, Nantucket, Massachusetts
Mr. Arthur C. Townsend, Maryland State Historic Preservation Officer
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